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bim to be alive, he did not *ſhew hum to all the Peo.. 

Me but only: ta choſen, een o 
or that purpoſe. 4 

"ds certain that Chir Refurie 


Giot is the 
fundamental Article of Chriſtianity. Out 


9 


be nat riſen, then is Preachi 

Faith New vain, ky 9 Paul ons us. 150 
therefore this Point N all others, ought to 
have ſuch a Proof and Atteſtation as is clear, 
and full, and convincing, and liable to no 
Exception or Exaſſon. Foraſmuch as what. 
ever ſhakes the Credit of this; ſhakes the Qui 


of our whole Religion. 4: Held 3:5 


runde he did eat and drink for ſeveral days 


Now we Chriſtians os — ad; — — 
the greareſt reaſon in the Word t ſay it; 
That we have as good Proof, of Qhriſt's Re- 


ſurrection, as any "Man can reaſonably! deſire, 


We =y ſuch an Atteſtation of it, as none 
can np 2 except againſt. For we: have the 

* Teſtimony of ſeveral credi- 
_ Witneſſes, to whom our Saviour ſhewed 
himſelf = after his Crucifixion ; and with 


together, 


read unto you; ; ' namely, that * Ged raiſed 
up our Lord Jeſus on the third day, and ſhewed 


ed-by God 


great 
whole Religion ſands or falls with; it. V Chriſt 
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2. - — Dr * D. 


rogethier;c and in whefe Pre ſende 
aſcend up into Heaven. . wars — 


aud CONRIMET likewiſe: with all the ſorti of: 
Evidence; that any matter of Fact done at 
the landfclifiance.of, cr XG HOSE this 
was, is capable of. 


Wirneſſes wo ſpeak of, 2 — 


are no Witneſſes p 


had | eſpouſed his In 
Party, and conſequently wete: baund right» or 
wrong to keep up his Reputation in the World: 


meant to give ſufficient unſuſpected E 


to Mankind of that his Reſurroction, it was 


0 fic that he ſhould have appeared after . 


to his Enemies, 


Death to Men of all ſarts, 


| wall bs-26:his Reade; wi chat ehaudhd mee 
| believe his Religion, as well as to thoſe that 

did. Bat yet we find that he ſhewed kimlelf 
and converſed with. 


only to his own. E. 
none but them; not aball with the unbeliev- 


ing Fews. or /Remans, And this i is owned by che 


Teſtimony. authentickly conveyed down touss 


Well, 7 this it is obiite, — theſe 
but ſuch. as; were his. own 8 23. 
- were of his 


It Chriſt did indeed riſe: from the Dead, and 


when he preached Chriſt's Reſurrection te C- 


| there were no ot 


A 2 — Preach d before tbe Leen 
ſclves.- S. Nur herd my Tex: 


xeliue,, confeſſing and that when G04 
ruiſed-up Jeſus on thei third day, 115 7 
peniy, :yet it mt not to1allirbe people,” 
before of Gudz'evenihivown-A Rites, who 
4 eat and drink with him after he roſe from the dead, 
This is indeed| one of: the ſtrongeſt Obje- 
Gan: that is brot ans againſt che Article of 
Chriſt's Re it is | not-anew- one, 
for _ — teen hundred years ago, 
urged it againſt the, Chriſtians,” as rigen ac- 
quaints us. My buſineſs ac this time ball be 
to coinſider it, and-to give fair account: of | 
this Matter. And here/]:ihaye the or four 
Particulars to lay before y you, vlich if they 
be well conſidered, will. conuince any. reaſons: 
ble Man, that hav: plauſibly ſoever: this Ob- 
jection looks at the firſt ſight et tiere is ice 
in the World in it; but it is all meer Cavil. 
I. And Firſt of all, let it be conſidered, chat 
che? it: be] true at St. Peer here tells us; that f 
when God raiſed up: out Lord fromthe Dead, WM © 
be did not ſhe him. ta all the People: Vet iw is not 01 
true, which is ſuppoſed in the Objection, that ac 
o Vande of — Re- 


ſur- WI 


int a. 


ta witneſſes 


on Exeren Day, 1505: 
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ſarredt „but only his own Diſciples," Tor 


the Soldiers that were Placed by che Jewiſh Ma- 
2 to guard the Sepulchre after they had 


ealed it up, were» Witneſſes of the (he 
Tranſaction,” as St. Matthew informs us. It is 
not indeed ſaid, that chey ſa v our Lord ſeſus 
after he was riſen; but they were ſenſible of 
the Earthquake which preceded his Reſurrecti · 
on: and they ſaw the 12 that came down 
from Heaven, and away the Stone from 

the Door of che Sepulc re, ae: thereupon were 


ſtruck with ſuch Terror, that they became as 


dead Men; and they 7 that his Bo. 
dy was — Grave, as appears by the 
account they gave of cheſe/ things to their Ma - 
ſters, who thereupon bribed them with large 
Summs of Money to give out that ridiculous 
Story, chat — were aſleep, his Diſci- 
ples came and ſtole Fes his Body: As if it 
was credible, either that — Men that were 
ſer to watch (for ſo many they cell us a Roman 
Caſtodia conſiſted of ) could all be aſlecp at 
once; or if they were, that they could give an 
account of what — they ſlepf. 

But pray what ſort of Man was St. Paul, 
Nan our Saviour A to him E he 


ap- 
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appeared to him oftner than once): in chat aſto- 
niſhing manner that is ſet down in the ninth of 
the Ats, when he and all his Company were 


ſtruck to the Ground by that glorious unſup. 


portable Light that ſurrounded them, Was 
he then one of Chriſt's Followers or Diſciples ? 
So far from that, that he breathed forth nothing 
but threatnings and ſlaughter, againſt all that were 
of that way, and was at that very time going to 


Damaſcus, with a Commiſſion from the Jewiſh 


Sanhedrim, to bring bound to Jeruſalem, all, 
both Men and Women that believed on our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt. There were then other Wir: 


neſſes of our Saviour's Reſutrection, beſides his 
own Diſciples. That is the firſt thing. 
1]. But Secondly, Tho' there had been no 
other Witneſſes of Chriſt's Reſurrection than 
his own Followers: Yer their Teſtimony was 
to all Intents and Purpoſes ſufficient to afcer- 
tain all reaſonable Men to the Worlds end, of 
the truth of the Matter of Fact; nor is there 
any pofhble Objection againſt it: As will 
appear, if we conſider either the Number of 
the Witneſſes : Or, the Manner of Chriſt's Ap. 
pearance to them : Or, the Times of it : Or, 
the Quality of the Perſons : Or, the no Reaſon 


they 


— — 
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they had to abuſe the World with ſuch a Re- 
port) sif it had been falſe: Or, laſtly, the o. 
ther Evidence, beſides their own Word, that 
they gave of the truth of it. Es Tregjcc 
For their Number, they weregmany, both 
Men and Women, even ſome hundreds that 
our Saviour ſhew'd himſelf alive to, after he 
had been put to Death, e 
For the Manner ob ſſiewing himſelf to them, 
it was the moſt convipcing that could be. He 
did not appear to them one by one, but to 
Multitudes of them together, even to five hun · 
dred Brethren at once, as St. Paul tells us, 1 Cr. a 
15. of whom the greateſt part were alive at the 
time when he wrote that Epiſtle. Nor did he 
ſhew himſelf to his Diſciples, by only giving 
them a glimps of him, or juſt appearing to 
them, and then vaniſhing: But he converſed 
with them, he eat and drank with them, he ex- 
poſed himſelf to be felt and handled by them. 
For the Times, it was not once or twice, but 
frequently, for the ſpace of forty days; At the 
end of which, he lead them out to the Mount 
of Olives, and there in their Preſence did he vi- 
ſibly aſcend up into Han hi papt 
For the Quality of the Witneſſes, and the Mut- 
„„ 3 
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ter they gave Teſtimony to; there was no pol. 
fible Suſpicion either of their being deceiveMhem- 
ſelves, or deceiving others. The Perſons were 
plain, fimple, illiterate Men, and the moſt un. 
fit in the World for the carrying on ſuch an Im. 
poſture, if this had been one. The Matter that | 
they gave Teſtimony to, was a plain Matter of 
Fact, obvious to all their Senſes; and let them 6 
have had never fo little Vt, yet if they had but 0 
Honeſty, their Teſtimony concerning it, might | 
be relyed on. And that they had Honeſty, ap c 
pears beyond all exception from this: That no 8 
Promiſes or Threatnings couldwofk upon them b 
to depart from their Evidence; But no: with. c 
Randing all the Sufferingsthey-underwent upon it 


account thereof, they continued conſtant to the i 
Death, in maintaining to all the World, that R 

. Jeſus was riſen from the dedvdCCN P. A 
That they had no Inducement to be thus m 


conſtant in their Teſtimony, but the Obliga- ch 
tions that their own Conſciences laid upon C 
them, is abundantly plain. For what advan- 


tage in the World could they expect to them- IM In 
ſelves, from their perſiſting in ſuch a ſtory as his 
this, if it had been an untruth ? Why nothing = 

( 


but Hatred, and Reproaches, and Infaray and 
= * £ : Per- 


er 


— 
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Perſecution, and loſs 5 Goods, and of Life 
it ſelf. This was all the Reward they were 
to hope for from the World;. © ... 
And this Conſideration lon, 6 ic 8+ al 
attended/to, | will 
of the whole O Objection. The main force of 
the Objection lies here; That the Witneſſes of 


Chriſt s Reſurrection were his Friends; of his 
on Party, and conſequentiy were bound eto 


keep up his Reputation among Mien, right 
or wrong; and therefore their ſingle Teſtimo- 


ny ought not to be relyed on. Now ir muſt | 


be conteſfed, this Circumſtance would have.oc« 


caſioned ſome ſuſpicion in other Caſes, where - 
it was apparent ſome Worldly deſign was _ ; 
other Temporal = 
Advantage to be attained by the  ſuccelsful . 
management of an lntrigue: Tok there is no- 

thing of this to. be pretended in. this caſe of 
Chrit's Witneſſes. if Chriſt did not riſe from 
the dead, they had a world of Reaſons and 


ried on or where there was a Proſpect 
Riches, or Power, or ſome 


lnducements ta have deſerted; both: him and 


his Religion: But they had none to make ſueh 


2 groſs lye for his Shs how / much ſoever theꝝ 


tal been his friends betone. Na, ſofas hor ; 
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1 that, that as I ſaid, it was againſt all theit 
1 Worldly Intereſts to own his Reſurrection, tho 
lj they ere never ſo much convinced that he 
did F My riſe from the dead. As- chings then 
ſtood, nothing but a ſenſe of their Duty could 
have put them upon it, how well ſoever he 
had deſerved of them, They muſt be very 
good Friends, and very honeſt and ſincere Men 
too, that will venture all they are worch in this 
World, and their Lives to boot, for the ſake 
of their Friend, even while he is alive; and d 
tho the Cauſe they appear in, on his behalf, N v 
be never ſo juſt. But is it credible? Nay, 5 Ml b 
it poſſible to be conceived, that ſuch a aumbe: N b 
of Men ſhould have had ſuch a kindneſs for a n 
Friend; a Friend too that was dead, and from th 
whom they could hope for nothing; Nay, 2 ft 
Friend too that had been moſt unfriendly co fl ? 
them, in having moſt groſly deluded tem: 11 H 
ſay is it poſſible (as Humane Nature is conſti- m 
tuted) that ſo many Men, for the ſake of ſuch WM th 
a-Perion, would forge ſo monſtrous a Lye as ge 
his riſing from the Dead, and ſtand to it too; gt. 

. when they not only get nothing by the Cheat, of 
but expoſed themſel ves thereby to all the Mi- thi 
ſeries that Mankind can endure : 

| | | 8 But, did 
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ö But, laſtly, the Evidence of Chriſt's Refur- 
e Wl retion did not fo much depend upon the 
bare Teſtimony of theſe Witneſſes, as upon 
| other Proofs they gave of the Truth of it; | 
© for thoſe Men that preached Chriſt's Reſur- 
1 Wl cc&tion, gave Demonſtration of the Truth of 4 
che Matter of Fact, by the Works that they | 
s Wl themſelves wrought, — FR 2 
8 For hete Was the Caſe: 5 Chriſt when he 
d departed from his Apoſtles, to go up into Hea- 
f, ven, told them, that he had appointed them to 
5 be his Witneſſes, not only in Judea and Samaria, 
L but to the utrermoſt parts of the Earth: But they 
a muſt not enter upon that Office, till they had 
n M their Credentials ; and therefore he bids them 
a Wl flay at Jeruſalem till they were endued with 
o Wl Power from on high. Ten days after this, the 
| WH Holy Ghoſt deſcends upon them in a viſible 
i- W manner, and that in a En Aſſembly. Upon 
h Il this they every one began to ſpeak in Langua- 
is ges that they never had been taught, to the 
; gat Amazement of vaſt numbers of People 
c, of ſeveral Nations, who upon che rumour of 
i- WI this, flock d thither. Then were they quali- 
hed to preach Chriſts Reſurrection. And they 
i, 


did ſo: And to confirm the truth of it, they 5 
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wrought all ſörts of Miradles, They cur'd'all © 
Diſeaſes: nay they themſelves raiſed the Dead 
to life again. Nay not only this, but they com - 
municated the fame power of working Mira- 
cles & : all choſe they laid their hands upon. 
And all theſe mighty Wonders they ſolemnly 
did avow they perform'd by the Power of Jeſu; 
Chriſt, who was Crucified at Feruſalem, and who 
was now: alive at the right hand of God, What 
now was the effect of all this? Why, where. 
ever they came, they brought over Multitudes 
both of Jews and Gentiles to the Faith of Jene Ml | 
Chriſt. One 'of. theſe Witneſſes (St. Peter by Ml 7 
name) by one Sermon converted Three thou. 8 
Zy another Sermon he converted Five if ( 
thouſand. And within a very few Years, ( lels : 
than forty ) by the Preaching of theſe-Witneſſes, d 
and the mighty Signs and Wonders they g 
wrought, was Chriſtianity ſpread throughout n 
the World, and continues ſo to this very Day. R 
Now can any reaſonable Man deſire greater | al 
Exidence for any Matter of: Fact, than all theſe 
Particulars: I have mentioned will amount to, 
for the Matter of Fact of our Saviour's Reſur- 
rection? Nay, I add farther, was ever any other 
Matter of Fact in the World better atteſted 
than chis is? 5 III. And 
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III. And-if this Evidence be ſufficient, then 
all that remains in the Objection will very ea- , 
fily be anſwered. For, in the Third place, 
what is pretended, that Chriſt ought in Rea- 
ſon to have given Proof of his Reſurrection 
to all about him promiſcuouſſy, and not to 
have confined his Appearance and Converfa- 
tion to a ſelect Number; is very unreaſona- 
ble. For, Was this Way of Proceeding neceſ- | 
ſary for the Convincing the World of the 

Truth of [Chriſt's Re eus; or was it 

not neceſſary? If it was not neceſſary, . why 

is it urged? If it was neceſſary; then that 

very Thing which the Objection would havre 
Chriſt to have done, if he had done it, would 

not have been ſufficient, but he muſt have 
done more. For by the ſame Reaſon or Ar- 
gument that any man can prove, that it was q | 
neceſſary for the aſcertaining Men of Chriſt's . 
Reſurrection, that he ſhould have appeared to | 
all about him, to all in the City where he — © 
roſe ; by the ſame Reaſon it may be proved, 

that it was neceſſary he ſhould have appeared 

to all the Jews in the Land of Canaan; . nay, 

not only fo, but to all the Roman Empire: For 

OUS oo Os other- 
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otherwiſe they would have had the ſame Cauſe 
of objecting againſt his Reſurrection, that is 
now brought; namely, that the Thing was 
a Plot of the Jewiſh Nation, for the bringing 
in one of their own Country to be — 2h 
E as a God throughout the World. Nay 
urther, upon this Principle, it would have 
been neceſſary for Chriſt to have ſhewed him - 
Af in Perſon not only to all that lived at 1 
that time, but to all of the ſeveral ſucceed- IM - 
ing Ages, even to this dax. Ee 

The Argument therefore of the Obje&ion 
proves too much, and therefore iv proves no- U 
thing at all, The plain Deſign of it is, to 
take away the Credit of all ſuch Teſtimony 
as is given by a ſelect Number of Witneſſes, 
And if that be once admitted, then the Con- 
ſequence will be this, That we can have no 
good Evidence of the Truth of Matter of 
Fact, but Evidence of Senſe. And though we 
have Chriſt and his Apoſtles witneſſing to us, 
and a Thouſand Witneſſes more, yet with the 
Rich Man in the Parable, we will not be perſua- 
ded, unleſs one riſe from the dead, and appear 
to us, : Woe 
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W. And therefore, Fourthly, taking it for 
granted, that the Witneſſes of Chriſt's Reſur- 


rection could but be ſuch à determinate Num- 
ber of Men; (for otherwiſe, he muſt have 
appeared to all Mankind ; ) the Queſtion is, 
What kind of Men Chriſt ſhould have choſen 


for this purpoſe z his Friends, or his Enemies? 


The Objection ſaith, Both; but we fay, 


there is no reaſon in the World for it. His 


Enemies having ſo long been obſtinate in their 
Unbelief, norwichſtanding all the Arguments, 
and all the Miracles he had given them for 
their Conviction, had render'd themſelves 
utterly unworthy of ſuch a Favour. - Ay, but 
(it will be faid ) Chrift's Appearance from 


the dead to them, would have convinced 


them .of their Error. Suppoſing that; yet 
ſtill it was not fit that God ſhould convert 
them after that manner. According to. the 


Methods in which he deals with Mankind, 


Faith and Religion is to be a Virtue, a Thing 
of Choice, and not the Effect of uncontrol- 
lable Demonſtration. If they had had ſuf- 
icient Means for the Enlightening their Un- 
derſtandings before, and yet had rejected 
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them, as they did, there was no reaſon 


that they ſhould have new and greater 
Means uſed with them; ſuch Means as the 


Force of which they could not reſiſt. If 


this was reaſonable; then it is reaſonable, 


that every Atheiſt, or Unbeliever now among 
us, that is not perſuaded by the common 
ſtanding Arguments of Religion, ſhould ex- 

ect a Miracle for his Converſion. But this 
kind of Proceeding: is to do a ſort of Vio- 


| lence to Mens Natures, and to take away all 
the Praiſe and all the Reward of being Re- 


ligious. | ea nth . 
But indeed it is not ſo certain, that thoſe 
Men chat had reſiſted all Chriſt's Preaching: 
and Miracles, and: had afterwards moſt in- 
humanly. crucified him, would have been 
brought over to the Belief of him, tho he 
had appeared to them from the dead. On 
the contrary, thoſe that could: impute his 


Wonderful and Divine Works that he wrought 
in his. Life, to- Magick, and Confederacy 


with the Devil, in all reaſon would have 
given the ſame Account of this his Appear- 


ance: after he was dead. For ſome Men are 


fo. far gone in Vice and Wickedneſs, that 
even. 


2 


* * GE 2 R * We 
” 0 a —_ * 8 2 
5 1 Ex - R 
a_— s . 1 * 1 £ F + „„ „ - ' * 2 1 
3 1 b * . : g 3.4 3 f ** ; if - 
. 2 pp ; 
1 F . 5 4 2% - © 4; "+ = 0 
4 - —— "4 — 4 4 2 „v po "tay * vp S n „ CS —— 4 » 10m 


ox Dans, avon nc a wh 
not bring them to a fenſe of their Errors, 
Now, ſuppoſing this to be, the Caſe; 1 
am ſure ſuch Men as theſe, were by no 
means fit to be put among the witneſſe 
choſen of ; „ to whom our Saviour ſhoul 


” 
” 


ſhew himſelf alive after his death: Becauſe 
ſuch Witneſſes as theſe would have done his 
Cauſe more hurt, than ever they would 


— — 


have. done it gοõẽ lei. 
Since therefore there was of neceſſity to be a 
let particular Number of Witneſſes for the At- 
teſting our Saviour s Reſurrection to the World, 
it was infinitely fit for the gaining Credit to 
their Teſtimony, that great Care ſhould be taken 
by Coles of: them. 2 bp ; who were 
ter to be pitch d upon for that Employment, 
than thoſe = Kar Sgt” . 
Men, and who had attended upon our Lord 
during all the time of his Publick Miniſtry, and 
lo were perfectly well acquainted both with 
bis Life and his Doctrine, as well as with the 
Truth of his Reſurrection? And laſtly, Who 
would ſo firmly perſiſt in their Teſtimony, that 
ey would not ſcruple to undergo any Suffer- 
ngs, nay, even Deathit ſelf for fo good a _ 
: 1 
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and ſuch a Choice, all Men that conſider Thing 
ſeriouſſy, cannot but allow to be Reaſon:. 
N le. 3 i "op 


I cannot think of any thing that can be 
further oþje&ed upon this Argument, unleſi 
it be this: That tho it was not fit our Savi- 
our ſhould vouchſafe that Kindneſs: to his E. 
nemies and Crucifiers,” as to appear to them; 
yet, at leaſt, he ought to nave choſen ſome 
other Witneſſes, beſides his own Diſciples, of 
his Reſurrection; ſome Perſons that were in- 
different, that were neither engaged for him, 
or. agginſt him 06 ll oooh, 
Well, Let this be admitted as æ reaſonable 
thing: But in Anſwer to it I ſay, That for 
any thing we know to the contrary, Chriſt did 
make ſuch a Choice of his Witneſſes. For of 
thoſe Five hundred Brethren that St. Paul tell 
us our Saviour appeared to at once, ſeveral 
of them might not be Brethren, might-not be 
Chriſtians before his Appearance to them, but 
might be converted by that Appearance: $o 
that at the Time of that Appearance they might 
be indifferent to him and his Religion, though 
they were not ſo afterward. 
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But 
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But whether it were ſo or no, it matters 
ot: For it will be one and the ſame thing as 
o the Event; and conſequently. the Objecti- 


n will be idle and frivolous. For let us put 


7 


is Queſtion : World, we have had dee l. 
iferent Unconcerned Perſons, to whom we w. iſh 


viſt had appeared after his Reſurrection, and 


pointed them Witneſſes of it; I ſay Would 


e have had them, aſter this Appearance, to 
ontinue in this Indifferency and Unconcernedneſs, 


r would we not 2 If we would, Then we 


ould have them to continue Infidels and Un- 


elievers,, notwithſtanding Chriſt's Reſurrecti⸗ 
on, which, they were Eye · Wirneſſes of. But 
pon this Suppoſition, what Service were they 


ike to do the Chriſtian Cauſe: by their Teſti; 

ony? This fort of Perſons were like to prove 
ze Preachers of the Goſpel | 
hough they own d Chriſt's Reſurrection, yet 


id not believe his Doctrines. But on the 


ther ſide, if we would have all theſe Jndiferent- 


nconcerned Men, upon the Evidence of Senſe - 


hat they. had. of Chriſt's Reſurrection, to be 
onvinced thereby, That he was a True Pro- 


phet ſent from God, and upon that Convicti- 
on to become his re Thea ne 
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fed to be a Witneſs of Chriſts Reſurrection, 


a Senſe of our Duty. And this by way 0 


Objection we have been ſo long upon, vaniſh. 
eth into nothing: For the Thing is admitted 
that we have been all this while contending 
for; namely, That every one that was qual. 


muſt be a Convert to his Religion; and none 
could do any Service to his Cauſe, but tho; 
that were ſuch. And certainly this is true: 
And the more you conſider it, the more you 
will be convinced- of it. And if you tur 
over in your Thoughts all the 5 2 that can 
be imagined concerning this Buſineſs, you vil 
find, that the Way that God choſe for the Te. 
ſtifying his Son's Reſurrection, both to the 
preſent Generation, and to future Ages „ Was 
the beſt, was the wiſeſt, was the leaſt excep⸗ 
tionable, was the moſt effectual for the gaining 
Credit to it, of any that can be thought of, 
And thus much let it ſuffice to have ſpoke 
touching my Text, and the Objection that i 
taken from thence againſt our Lord's Reſur- 
rection. All that I ſhall do further, is to dray 
Two or Three Uſeful Leſſons from this great 
Article of our Faith; for our Inſtruction, and 
for our Comfort, and for the awakening us to 
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ww B And in the Firſt Place, taking it for granted 


1 that our Saviour s Reſurrection is ſufficiently 
aus 2nd unexceptionably atteſted, we have hereby 
Ty; the greateſt Aſſurance given to us of the Truth 
7 ol the Chriſtian Religion, that we can poſſibly 
3 wiſh or deſire: For it is the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
hole indubitable Seal that God could ſer to the 
. we Verity of all our Saviour's Doctrines. It be- 
ou ing utterly impoſſible (as being inconſiſtent 


tun with God's Veracity, whd cannot ſer his Seal 
* cn o a Lye; ) that if Jeſus had been any other 
wil than what he pretended to be, namely, the 
1. Son of Cod, and the Saviour of che Word, 
weg God would have raiſed him again to Life, and 
vi caken him up into Heaven: Eſpecially, our 


ef Saviour having more than once publickly de- 
ce clared before-hand, that after he was 2 to 
* death, he would thus riſe again; and gave 


that as a Sign to the Jews, that he was no Im- 
poſtor, but a true Prophet ſent from God. 
Secondly, Another Conſequence of our Sa- 
viour's Reſurrection, is, That we have there- 
by the greateſt Demonſtration | us of the 


Certainty of Future Rewards in another 


at 1 
eſur⸗ 
Iraw 
rea 
and 


. i World : Which is the great wo gun that 
£ ; muſt prevail upon the Spirits of degenerate 
5 5 | D | ah Fareed 


Man- 
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Mankind, to purſue the Paths. of Virtue and 
Holineſs. For by this Men might be clear- 
ly convinced that there was another Life after 
this, ſince they had their own Senſes to wit- 
neſs ic: He that was once dead and buried, 
now Living again, and viſibly Aſcending up 
into Heaven : And the ſame Perſon that now 
lid again, had told them before, that all 
thoſe that believed on him, ſhould: be raiſed 
up again at the laſt day, by that Spirit which 
raiſed him. What more could be thought of 
for the aſſuring us of a Heavenly Inheritance, 
if we be good Chriſtians, than this? And 
what can more powerfully engage us ſeriouſly 
to endeavour to be ſuch, than the Conſidera- 
tion of that Heavenly Inheritance? ' 
But Thirdly. and laſtly, Another Effect or 
Conſequence of Chrift's Reſurrection, is, 
That thereby God hath declared him to be 
the Judge both of the quick and the dead, 
This St. Paul tells us, in the xviith of the Ac; 
God. ( faith he) now commandeth all men every 
where to repent ; [becauſe he hathñ appointed a day 
in which he will judge the world in righteouſneſs, 
_ by that man whom: he hath ordained; of which he 
bath given aſſurance unto all men, . 
( IINS? . raiſes 
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raiſed him from the dead. And this is the Point 
that St. Peter likewiſe, here in my Text, takes 
care to inculcate to Cornelius; when he preach- 
ed Chriſt's Reſurrection to him, Him ( faith 
he ) God raiſed up the third day, and ſhewed him 
openly, &c. And he commanded us to Preach to the 
people, and to Teſtify that it is He who is ordained 


of God to be the Judge of quick and dead. And 
laſtly, This is that which the Angels declared 


to the Apoſtles while they were looking ſted- 


faſtly towards Heaven, as our Saviour-aſcend- 
ed thither: Why ſtand ye ( ſay they) gazing up 


£ into heaven? This ſame Jeſus which is taken up 


from you into heaven, ſhall ſo come in like manner 
as ye have ſeen him go into heaven. 
O what Confuſion will this be to all Unbe- 
lievers and Impenitent Sinners, when they ſhall 
ke that very Perſon whom they thought ſo 
meanly of , and' whoſe Offers of Salvation 
they ſo often deſpiſed , appearing in the Clouds 


with Ten Thouſand Glorious Angels about him, 


and coming in the moſt Terrible Manner that 
can be imagined, to call them to Accountfor 
their Lives paſt, and to execute Judgment up- 
on all Ungodly Menn) 
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They will not then any longer ( with the 
Scoffers that St. Peter tells us ſhall be in the 
Laſt Days) ſay , Where is the promiſe of his. 
coming? for we ſee that all things continue as they 
were from the beginning of the Creation: For they 
{hall be convinced, that however his Coming 
x was for good Reaſons deferred, yet he ſhall 
| | then come to purpoſe; tothe everlaſting Con- 
fuſion of their Faces, that oppoſed, or deſpiſed, 

{ or neglected Him. and his Religion. 
[| Then ſhall ſay, Yonder He is whom 
' | we ſlighted, whoſe Religion we drolled upon, 
= whoſe Servants and Followers we took to be 
Þ} no better than a Company of Credulous Fools, 
il Lo yonder He is in the Clouds, whoſe Tenders 
1 of Mercy we have refuſed, whoſe Counſels we 
* have rejected, to whoſe Spirit we have done 
deſpight, whole Sides we have often pierced by 
our high Affronts, in as rude a manner as the 
Soldiers did at Jeruſalem. Vonder He is, but 
no longer a Carpenter's Son, no longer a Man of 


| Sorrows, and acquainted with Griefs 3 no longer Non 
a mean obſcure Galiltan; no longer a Crucified II 
God, as we in Deriſion called him: But the Nu. 
Sovereign of Angels, the Judge of Mankind Wo! 
and Devils, and the Lord of all Things both {Win 
in Heaven and Earth. ' On 
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On the other ſide, this Reflection, that our 
Lord by his Reſurrection is made the Judge of 
the World, doth not afford Matter of greater 
Terror to his Enemies, than it doth of Comfort 
to his Friends and Followers. How muſt it 
revive the Heart of every honeſ{ Chriſtian, and 
encourage him to go on patiently and chear- 
fully in the Service of his Maſter, notwith- 
ſtanding the many Frailties and Infirmities he 
groans under; notwithſtanding the many Slips 
and Errors, that after his beſt Endeavours do 
attend the Courſe of his Life; to conſider 
that He who is to take his Accounts at the Laſt 
Day, and to paſs Sentence upon him, is no 
other than his Dear Redeemeer 
If we look upon the Judgment to come 


only in this View, That then all the hidden. 


Works of Darkneſs ſhall be brought to Light, 
the Secrets of all Hearts be laid open, the 
Actions of all Mankind ſtrictly examined 
and ſcanned, and Sentence paſs upon every 
one according to his Works done in the fleſh : 
Lay, if we have no other View of the Laſt 
Judgment than- only chis, it would not be very 
comfortable to the beſt of us, who are all 
Sinners, and therefore cannot plead our Inno- 
cence 
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cence at that Great Tribunal. But when we 
conſider further, That it is our Saviour thy 


according to the Rigor of the Law, but ac 


Goſpel: The Conſideration of this, I ſay 
- will prove an effectual Antidote againſt all th 


Goſpel, fright our ſelves with ſuch Thought 
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ſhall then ſit upon the Throne; that it i; 
our Saviour to whom God hath committed 
the Judging of us: Our Saviour, 1 ſay, that 
knows our Frame, that is ſenſible of all the 
Difficulties we have to conflict with, as haying 
himſelf in the Days of his Fleſh had: ſuffc. 
ent Experience of them (he having been in al 
points tempted as we are, only without ſin): And 
that This Saviour of ours will not judge u 


cording to the Gracious Allowances of thi 


Fears, and Diſquietudes, and Deſpondency wi 
may lye under upon account of our own Ur 
worthineſs. | n 
L“et none of us therefore that heartily: 
our Lord Jeſus and his Religion, and honeſt 
ly endeavour to live up to the Laws of | 


as theſe: How ſhall I poor Wretch dare 
appear before the face of my Judge at t 
laſt Day; who have ſo many grievous Sin 
to anſwer for? Let us but go on in the goo 
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ourſe we are in; let us but hold the Pro- 
ſeſſon of our Faith, without wavering; and 
lily apply to the Throne of Grace, for 
cengh and ;Adiſtapce; againſt our Corrup. 
ons; and to our Prayers add our ſincere - 
adeavours to increaſe in Virtue,” and the 
onger we live, ſtill to grow better: And 

ea I dare ſay, Whatever Sins we may have 

een guilty of, we Thall nor need to have 

oy Apprehenſion or Fear of out Conditi- 

n, upon account of them, when we come 

o dye; but we may with Confidence ap- 


4 


ear before, the T ribunal of our Lord, and 
xpect our Pare in that Comfortable Sen- 
Ince, which he will at the Eaſt Day pro- 
Qunce to all his true Diſciples and Follow- 

s; Come ye bleſſed of my father, inherit the 
ln prepared. for you,. fron the foundation of 

e world. © To which Kingdom God Almighe 
„ 2 OT BED 


* 2 
Treats te * . a, 
_—_ 


x « - — 
—— 2 — + 
2 N 


— 9 — 


FOES * — 
© — * ö "4 — 
p ** AC 
uu” - 0 1 = 
* 7 ⅛ Lin er Ter Tee roman ure en tn td evo 0 
? * 3 8 
Meath) ww * Pro nd 7 Hhorneantt — * 


— - — — 10 * 
N e 
* * 


34 "8. Pa K 
— RFA, Ce 
— — — 
_ + aw et a, a — 
— 3 -< mA ear cath WA EG Ces 
: * * 1 * £3 " 


* * 
ym — 
—— 0-4 


* 
——— 
4 CO — 


uu oy * 
2 ws m 
— 3 
— 
4 
* 
* bay — — 
az; 


3 E 01 N c Mirren 451. biel Grace the 2 410 5 
4 Biſboß o/ * OR K. A 
idee Aung b. eackd⸗ rere Oceafon q 
ate PO 15 — 
A Sermon preach 45 on the Day of the Publick Faſt, 4 
pril 11. 1679, at Sk. Margaret's en kalte. the lin 


noutable: Houſe of- Commons. ws 5 
* Perſnaſrue to Prayer. R 82100 5 reack'd" before i h T 


King at St. Famez's;" March 1397693. Sus, Sun, Price 3 % 
A Sermon preactrd before:the Lords Spit and Tem 
poral i in 7 Aſſembled, in the Si Gap at Lo 
F a on che zoth of January; 1 * . its 
* Printed for Malter Keriithy, * 


- 
"Yu „ 


0 0 Diſcourſes. The Firſt of 133 = 
Grace Joba, late Lord 8 of Chyterbary : TW 


Second, of-the Governmen the Trough, , by -— Gralf 


Tobn, Lord Archbiſhop o 5 | 
their late Majeſties, 1694, 8. Price & d. 


Te Reaforiableneſy of . lie wing without Sect . A'S, * 
preach'd before the King at St. James's | 5 on ful 1 


Sunday, March 24th. 178. 85 
ermon preach'd at the Coronatid'of Q Ann, 


the Abby-Church at Weſt minfter, —— 72 3 
A Seriqus Exbertion to Repentance ef Ma | 
Sermon preach'd before the Queen at e up 
on Sf ry Feb. 10. 75 1 + * 
Duty vantage. equently Revhiving t 
Sacrament, A Sermon preach'd before the Queen at * 
James's, on Good - Friday, March 26. 1703. 


The Deſign of Chriſtianity. A Sermon preach'd before thi 
Queen at St. James's Chappel, on Cbrit maſr aq, at. 


* Five by bis Grace the Lord Archbiſhop of WORK, | 
Printed for =_ ED and nil Rogers, . , 


4 


TY 1d 


